Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.068; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
The title compound, [Zn(C 8 H 6 O 3 ) 2 (C 12 H 12 N 2 )] n , consists of [Zn(Hopa) 2 ] (H 2 opa = 2-hydroxy-2-phenylacetic acid or mandelic acid) units bridged by 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane (bpe) ligands, forming a polymeric chain developing parallel to the b axis. The bridging bpe ligand is arranged around a twofold axis passing through the middle of the ethane C-C bond. The geometry around the Zn II ion is distorted octahedral, constructed by four O atoms from two Hopa À ligands and two N atoms from two bridging bpe ligands. O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the chains, forming a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
Transition metal ions are the major cationic contributors to the inorganic composition of natural water and biological fluids, see: Daniele et al. (2008) 
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Daniele, et al., 2008) . This interest has driven us to study on the interaction of the transition metal ions with fulvic acids or humic acids. As models to examine the interaction, therefore, we have previously used copper(II) and zinc(II) benzoates as building blocks and reported the structures of copper(II) and zinc(II) benzoates with quinoxaline, 6-methylquinoline, 3-methylquinoline, and di-2-pyridyl ketone (Lee et al., 2008; Yu et al., 2008; Park et al., 2008; Shin et al., 2009 ).
Mandelic acid (2-hydroxy-2-phenylacetic acid, H 2 opa) is also one of the simplest bioactive molecules exhibiting a variety of coordinating and supramolecular interaction abilities (Balboa et al., 2008; Beghidja et al.,2005; Hao et al., 2009; Wermester et al., 2007) . In order to study the interaction of the biologically active molecule mandelic acid with zinc(II) ion, in the present work, we have employed zinc(II) mandelate as a building block and 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane (bpe) as a ligand.
We report herein the structure of new zinc(II) mandelate with 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane.
The crystal structure contains [Zn(Hopa) 2 ] units bridged by bpe ligands forming a polymeric chain developping parallel to the b axis. The bridging 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane (bpe) ligand is arranged around a two fold axis going through the middle of C26-C26 ii bond (symmetry code: (ii) x, x-y+2, -z+1/6). The geometry around the Zn II ion is distorted octahedral constructed by four oxygen atoms from two Hopa -and two nitrogen atoms from two bridging bpe ligands (Fig. 1) . The occurence of O-H···O hydrogen bonds links the chains to form a three dimensionnal network. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
